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a Watrerror: Enltted here 
ith , having been ſent to 0 
me "Gone? London, T was willing 
that People in theſe remote Ame - 
rican Parts of the Earth ſhould be 
acquainted with it, and have there- 
fore committed it to the Printer 

iin order to its being here Publiſhed. 
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fig n of rant in much a 13 
Diſpenſation I ſhall fay nothing. 
Deus et dies docebunt. We muſt | 
leave it to GOD and Time to | 
make the Diſcovery. Only this |. 
in Conjunction with ſeveral other 


things lately, happening, which are 
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Court of Reuſi, from time to time, an 
1 of the moſt Remarkable Things 
and Occurrences, under the Title of Fame 
of . In the 74th Part thereof there is con- 


tained the following Account of the Children i in 
Sileſia. 


As to Matters of Religion, thre bath happened 


in Sileſia, ſuch an extraordinary ſtrange Thing, that 


I may make bold to ſay, the like was never heard 
of, not only ſince the beginnin of the Chriſtian 

Church, but ever ſince the oundation . of the 
"Wo ſtood, In the Beginning of this Year 1708, 


or a. little before, the Children of both Sexes, the 


Eldeſt whereof were not paſt 14 Years, took a 
Reſolution, with a Devotion uncommon to ſuch an 
Ape, to meet every Day Two or Three times, to 


Pray W . | | 
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Theſe religious Exerciſes, fo far as 1 have been 

able to learn, began at Sprottan, a Town of 4 
Principality of Glogau, and ſpread in a very ſhortfdiſmil 
time through all thePryicipalities of Sila; where with 
they ate flill.contibued to this Time. It may be, Place 
that the Riſe thereof was taken from the Hours o Fore! 
Prayer, obſerved by the $:vedifh Soldiers quartered After 
there laſt Antumn, yo the Main the Children hold Grav 
©. the following Method, though in all Places the ſuch” 
particular Circumſtances are not exa&tly the ſame, ] ſiſt le 
In the Morning by break of Day, theſe praying a Sti 
Children meet in the open Fields from the Towns thoſe 

| and Villages, and make either one Circle, Where they 
- hevertheleſs all the Boys ſtand cloſe together, àhd I they 
| likewiſe the Girls 3) or they make two. Circles, I to ſe 
one of the Boys and the other of the Girls. Eve- I breſs 
ry Company hath choſen a Head, who generally is on: 
the Eldeſt and the moſt ſenſible among them. and 
This Commander, after he hath formed the Circle, I the) 
anch orderly placed his young Congregation, ſtands | Ran 
in the midſt of them, and fallswith the Reft to the mot 
Ground on his Face, ſtying the Lord's Priyer with 1 
a a oft Voice. ' Afterwards they tiſe arid: fing ſome Lee 
+ Shiri tual Hymns, whereof thefe are moſt commo ty Da) 
uůled : Deareft Foſtr tos are here Th toning of Ara 
the Son of God it certainly nith : Thok Pritice. of unl, 
Phe; L3r 4 Fab COW HOTTIE NG 
_ After the Singing of 2 Hymn, they kneel dow, Ibs 
and their Head or chief Singer reads a 1 beg 
er, or ſomè Spiritual Vetſes fitting theſe Times. and f the 


coneludes with thefe Words: The Lord bleſs 1774 Mc 
lcp us © the Lord make bis Face ſhint Apen *s,*88; Bo. 
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erfland this whole Devotion is ended with the Song: 
the Now God be thanked all is fimfhed ; and then ha 
hortl diſmiſſeth them after having given Orders, to return 
ere with due Modeſty and Seriouſneſs at the uſual 
Place and Hour. Their Hour is commonly in the 
3 off Forenonq at Eleven a Clock, and at Three in the 
red Afternoon, ' This he doth generally with a loving 
old | Gravity, which ſeems to be above the Capacity of 
the ſuch an Age. And ſince no Government can ſub- 
me. I ſiſt long without puniſhing of delinquents, he uſes 
ing Ia Stick. or a Red, wherewith he ſeverely Chaſtiſes 
| thoſe that behave themſelves unbecomingly ; which 
they endure with the greateſt - Patience, juſt as if 
they were ſworn to the Colours; Tis wonderful 
to ſee, what a. deal of Modeſty theſe Children ex- 
preſs every where during the time of their Devoti- 
is on: they hardly move an Eye whilſt they Sing 
and Pray; nor are they diſturb'd at any thing, tho* 
they have never ſo many People of high and low 
Rank, crouding in upon 'em, to behold ſo uncom- 
mon a Devotion. . Fo 


ſeep all Night, but impatiently. long for break of 
Day. Neither doth the prohibition, of the Magi- 
Iſtrate or of their Parents, at all deter them from it, 
unleſs they are kept back by Force. In ſome Pla- 
ces they went themſelves to the Magiſtrates, with 
great *aflurance and preſence of Mind, earneſtly 
begging, that they might not be hindred in thoſe 
their religious Exerciſes. ' It happened once in the 
Mountains, .that a Country-Fellow locked up his 
Boy and Girl in the Chamber, to hinder their run- 
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Their Zeal is ſo great, that they often ſcarce Pe 
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85 ning into the Fields and joining in Prayers with the 


the Boy turning to his Siſter z Tf. my Father, ſaitl 
be, vont let us come out, ' we will leap out of -th 
Wi ndow : But, replied the Girl, might not ius chant 


iT; is aca from Hirſchbery, 7 a 1 dated ſed 


| - Kummerſdorff, rundu, and Friedeberg, the Chil 
dren keep their Hours of Praying and Singing thre 
times a Day, to the Number of about 300. Ang praz 
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reſt of their Company. . Under this Confinement, 1855 A 
ther 
in th 


20 break our" Necis? No, faith he, God will prevent of P 


: that, and take care of us. The F ather liſtning al thing 
- this while at the Door bverbeard them, and fearing ff 


an unhappy ſtep out of the Window, might make ſaid 
away with his- Children, reſolved at laſt to let e and 


come out into the Fields to their Praying Com- ®* b 


panions. In fome Places it has been obſerv'd that wwoul 
Children, kept 1 in by force, fell ill by overmuch 


Geſire, and even ſome ſwounded away. Thus fa Pave 
the Accouit of the Fe of Barg. 1 ay | T 


I. An  Apraft of foe Letters) h 
- giving a further Account of the fitdl 


Toll 
Morions, frirring among the Chu 
- Children in Sileſia. : 7 440 
Nui 


the 16th of January, that both there and af © 


altho* Orders were iſſued frgg the Magiſtrates, 1 
confine the Children at Home, yet the Parents eil 
ther would not, or could not hinder them, but tha 
Devotion continued conſtantly Kath ſtrange copy, 

| coul Nad 
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Pe — 


| Mouth. N Brig 
the 


ent, courſe of P le and a nde! Aſtünliſnmdent of ibs. 
ait "TSpefiators. . Hertupon a prohibition was ſent the 
che tie Children by eines Offers of tht: Tanin, here 


an 


of Puniſhment. * But they replied: They.did do no- 
- thing but Pray. and Sing, and fm ſuch n Cauſe oughb 
"inal 20t 4e be puniſed, nur forbiddei to de fo; There are, 
lakel ſaid theys fo many diſorderly doings in Ales Houſes © 
em and Brandy-Shops which go unpunifs/4,and why ſhall 
ml we be puniſbed on account of | Praying to Gad, that b 
tha would iber the Emperor's Heart, .t6)reftore theit 
uch Churches ; 20" the End, that even thire 406 mighs 
fall have Liberty to ſerve ond Monis Cod ? * 
> There is alſo an Actount of a like: Devotion e 
the Diſtrict of Sagan, to this effect: That ſome 
I Ronian-Catholicks, out of a Scoff.or Contempt, 
7's] had called the. Children to their Meeting by tolling 
little ,Cow-Bells 3* but the Childuen Tifaemi 2 
Tell as long Tas you will, WP Time we ſhall get e 
; Churches and Hells. iii ,201L 
Another Letter from. Hirfebbergy dated ihe _ 


— Fanuary, mentions this circumſtance: that the 

Number of the Children there, W aready encrea- 
ater ſed to One Thouſand. | Dee 
| af At Landiput, the chief Prieft with the Med 
bil] cent uo the Children then met in the open Fields, 
hreſ and aſking'the Reaſon, * they ſo frequently 
AI prayed? The anfwer was: That they ayed for 
che Emperor, to give them (heir 2 s again, 


in they were commanded to go home upon Pain 


dei And when the Prieft entered into a further debate © 


tht with them, upſtarts a little Boy, aShoe- makers Son, 
en. . * lays de any 32 | 
| | | 000 


* 22 —N-Ü«½ ————— He ne he 


Places before the Prieſt, to make good his: Ciuſe, | 
that the latter went home, not a little confounded, 
and pages at the extraordinary boldneſs of chel 
ng Diſputers. | | 
1 Smiedeberg, the Captain Auted Three Chil- 1 
dren to be impriſoned, and order'd his Men to fire zn ali 
upon them without Ball, but did not terrify ? 'em in them 
the bat, 5h iS 
From Kauſfung en, a Village in the Diſtric 40 
e it is win by a credible Hand, that a great I Man 
Number of Children i in the ſame Place and from theſe 
che Neighbourhood, were met together in a Com- Cle 
mons or Meadow, who at every time of their con- Fön 
vening, ſung the abovementioned Hymns, and af- 
rer Prayer fell flat upon their Faces, and cried: O The 
dear God, we beſeech thee, give us Peace and Chur- 
ches |! Being once thruſt out of that Place, they 
made ſtraightway into the Village, and becauſe a | 4 
Church of the Papiſts happened then juſt to be open, ¶ plac 
they went into the ſame, ſaying: Perhaps God will Cit) 


give us this Church 1% 3 vr n e they n 10 Unt and 
— to pray. 


A A certain Perſon of Quality met the Children — 
jn an open Field in their Devotion in a Village near ¶ not 


Eiegnia, who were not at all thereat put into any o. 
| diſorder, After Prayer was done, one of the Boys N 
ſtanding up, declared to the Neſt, that ſince they i 
confeſſed their Sins, and were willing to deparzi tam vat 
'em, God would be gracious and merciful v π⁹¹ i ... 
them; and thus pronounced the Abſolution Ia 
Miniſter in Your od The Devotion being ended 
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2. N en 


ie finding. hers ſinging and praying Oe" 


TIER n — ” 


| Mouth of Vader: . . 75 +] 


of Pray er-Books they had ? They anſwered : 
had none, but — hat God did put into hes 
Hearts; However, it hath been obſerved in other 


: Places, that they make Uſe alſo, of Prayer- Books. 


Another Account mentions, that the Children 
in almoſt all Parts of inferiour Silgſu; were betaking 
themſelves to a more fervent Devotion, than what 
is uſual. Some af the Miniſters were quiet as yet, 
but others bitterly exclaimed againſt it. In like 
Manner, that at Liegnix, above Three Hundred of 
theſe Children met together in the Morning at Seven 


aClock, at Tavelye at "Noon, and in the Evening at 


Four, They ing Three Lutheran Hymns, pray 
one Pſalm, and read a Chapter out of the Bible 
The Devotion they ſhow, js ſa extraordinary, that 
hardly one of them moveth, whilſt they are thus 
taken up. 

There is likewiſe 2 Stirring at Pockenheim, The 
Place where'they meet, is a Ditch without - the 
City-Gate. They meet at Six in the Morning, 
and at Three a Clock in the Afternoon. After 
they have ſung their Hymns, they read ſome Pray- 
ers out of John * his Gr din of Paradiſe, a 
noted Book of Prayers among the Lutherans. 2 
wonderful to ſee, — forward the very little Chil- 
dren are, to get up betimes in the Morning, going 
with their . to the Place appointed for De- 


ation, And hecauſe their Meeting-Place is made. 


dirty by Snow, Rain, and the Concourſe of 
gies 3 they have made themſelves little Benches 
on. If one of the Children comiey tov 
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out of Compaſſion, 


_ #Thouſand Perſons upon the 


25 e rot; 2 and ſometimes in the Afe | 
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Gwige to "TY with Phat haſty i makes up to theſy. 1 
ret, ſtriving and 3 to ger in. A _— diÞe 


as made em a" Deſk to hy ming 
their Books Upon. A great Number of People Ch] 
fock together every Day to hear em, eſpecially on [@1; « 
Sunday, and 8 The by have Fc ory above. ; 

all & about the Chil - 7hn 
dren, and many melt into Tears at ſo affecting 4 hat 
Sight. Lis Ikewiſe remarkable, that Old and] into 
Voung, Whilſt theſe Devotions have been ſet up in] and 


ole Parts, have viſibly changed their Lives and] 7, 


_Converſation. 5 16 that Ale-Houſes and other fins Day 
Nl Diverſions are but little frequented, ſince People Pra 
haye begun to attend theſe extraordinary Exerciſes, | Air 
anch to ſpend that time in the great Concern of eheir i 


Soul, which they uſtd to trifle away over a Pot of Obi 
5 e IF do ant Account from Breſiab, Fal C 


the 47, chat in ſeveral Places thewabouts, Children ]“ 41 


7 is 6lt 7% Wear of Age; ba d agreed, incellantly (| « b 


y to God, that He would b be pleaſed to put af « , 
8688 ts'the [overflowing Wiekedheſs of this Age, 
The Maziſtrateg ordered 46 beat them away, but 
they choſe andthet Place'and' ſurrounded” it with || s 
Kal 10 perfor Wa their Prayers without Diſturbance. 
at ret Hundred Children have already kept 


ee Tv * | Joop EO . 22 
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ing 175 

2808 Laiter Jem Hirſebber hit in 
e % Three Han " lay have 
N their” Meeting Tree. Funes 4 "oy 
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| hel 


Mo eh of Babes. — 7 


n' the Matket-Place, | The * 1 
that Town, who is a Pepift, ſent the Hangman to 


* „ difperſe ? em and-whip them away. 'The Man cor 


iy, ming near the Place of Devotion, and ſeeing; 


„en ſhouldft thou lay hand onthrje 


£ plore with Tears in their Eyes 


that ſome of the worſt, 


the 
Children in ſo ſerious and 'kneeling a Poſturs, he 


felt this Thought arifing within him: Thy Buſmefs 5 


is, to puniſh and to reſtrain the Micted; and why 
that do nothing but fing and pray! So he came back 
into the City, highly moved at ſo wonderful a Sight, 
and without effecting what. he was ſent for. 
In a Letter without Date we had, that T'we 
Days before this Letter came away, the Chilgren at 


Prauſnitx, little "Peterwitz, Elgud, little e 
| Hirchwitz, had begun the like Devotion. 
In another incloſed Letter we had the Glowing 


Obſervations : We ſee here with Wonder aud 
Aſtoniſhment how many looſe idle and wicked 
© Children ſhake off theirwontedCorruptions, being 

all at once wfought into an Obedient, Quiet & Bos 


© ber Temper, And whereas  Youngand Old are 


* apt to knd'out'all Manner of Shifts and Ev afioricy 

* to colour over their beloved Sins, or to excuſe'em 3 

© theſe on the contrary accuſe themſelves; and de- 

the Wickedneſs 

E of their former Life. Nay, it has been obſery'd, 

3 now the. moſt 

s promiſing, and even the Heads of-che reforming 
, Company of Children, 

They write from Breflaw, Feb. 24. that therp 


the Childicn did meet in numerous Companies with- | ü 
; gut the Town, with Thouſands of * to behold 


em 


hurmlsſs Creatures, 
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ſtand in one Cirele, and the Girls behind then 


Nophers) therefore they wou'd go to Prayers in theit 


Cloth in: But Mr. Rector ſent hither to clear that 
Place likewiſe from this little Congregation, At d 


it were generally Clothiers Children,) and ordered 

them to let the Children meet once more at their 
aulual Place, and tell em, they ſhould go to Church 
for the future, where one of the Ruirifters ſhou'd 
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' Prolf e out of the 


em. Once there were no leſs than Foriy Coachel 
with Gentry attending the Children. "The Boy 


making another. They were hereupon ordered ta 
2 to the Churches and ſome of the Clergy ap4Þ 

inted to pray with em. One Da they came 

fore a Church Door deſiring to be let in. The 
Rector bid em tb go to St. Sr iſtophers Church, 
where others were already. But they told him, 
They belong d to this Church; for being chriſten- 
ed in it, and once to be buried here; (which the , 
Miniſter wou'd hardly ſuffer to be done at St. Chri- 


own Church. But he did not only forbid em the 11 


Church, but caus'd em alſo to be turn'd out of the of 
| Church yard, where they had begun to Pray. Here- 


upon the Children aſked, My he would not ſuffer Net 
*em to pray in the Church-yard, and yet ſuffered em N 
formerly fo 72 with Marbles and Balls In the very Wu” 
fame Place However, they were forced to retire, En 
From thence they went into a Place, which the Þ 
Clthiers had hired from the Hoſpital to dry their e 


laſt they went into a Place not belonging to the N 
Cler gy⸗ where they perform'd their Prayers till the NH t 
6th of March, [The Magiſtrate hearing of all this, Þ'% 
ſent for the chiefeſt ona the Clothiers, (ſince ut, 
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the Chilgren'c0 5utere- | 


| hor, A Miniſters e 
5 E One o In 
me: © But the Chileren . Te by hither, 


F being. too Wen his Krenz N WY N 2 
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e 1 teich Bann 


Wen Os * 
7 4005 ee he Gates 
dünnes a great many Children together 


| ith the ir Parents to 7 5 before =. H. 

A cate both Patties, they received fo, "fol ant 
able an Anſwer, that” they were ſur ” cn at it. 
f be prayingChildt#Hi! Have holen them lves a Tad, 

they call Primas. Tis he, that re 


1 he Cn; ter & che Pt ry y ay Tack 
| 17 815 to Him, 2s I he "Minifter ©; 
t d nor EOS, a hc 'L well as „ Lene Childech 


They ENG”, - 
1 #5. 7 0 and the Parents 
575 x Feral to keep Lars at home; 


For they preſently, met at 
3 ＋ Houfands. of People went 
. laſt the . ave Orders, 
Ts, h mould be opened a Miniſter 
pointed to affſt at their Devotion.” Thus much #1 
«of w * * to which we add, a 
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